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a. Signals
There shall be an adequate call system, preferably with controlling
light over patient's door, room or bed number in nurses' station, and
indicator in utility room, floor kitchen, and floor treatment rooms.
b. Patient Screens
All semi-private rooms and wards shall be provided with cubicle
curtains, portable screens, or equivalent equipment, which will com-
pletely shield the patient.
c. Electrical Outlets
At least one readily available electrical outlet must be provided in
each room used by patients. New Construction: Electrical outlets must
be provided in each private patient room and between each two beds
in larger rooms for equipment requiring electricity, e. g. oxygen tent,
suction machine, examining light, and similar equipment.
3. BEDSIDE EQUIPMENT
There shall be a sufficient supply of bedside equipment to render
proper care to all patients.
Thermometers, emesis basin, douche apparatus, enema apparatus,
urinals, mouth wash cups, bedpans, and similar items of equipment com-
ing into intimate contact with patients shall be sterilized after each use,
unless a sufficient number is provided to furnish individual equipment
for each patient.
All electrical heating devices shall be checked before each use and
tested at suitable intervals.
Separate solution stands or attachments to the bed shall be provided
for the proper administration of intravenous or subcutaneous fluids or
solutions.
Hospitals using oxygen in treatment of patients will employ suitable
apparatus for proper administration.
All bedside equipment shall be properly cleansed and disinfected and
mattress and pillows well aired and the bed remade with fresh linens
before being occupied by another patient.
4. CENTRAL SUPPLY AND STERILIZING
Adequate facilities shall be provided for proper sterilization of all
instruments, utensils, dressings and supplies as needed.
A recognized method of checking sterilizer performance shall be used,
such as the use of a fusing control in the largest package of each load,
or the bacteriological examination, at frequent intervals, of sterilized
dressings.
Adequate precautions shall be taken so that sterile supplies may not
be mixed with unsterile supplies.
Adequate cabinets, cupboards or other suitable enclosed spaces shall
be provided for keeping sterile equipment and supplies in a clean, con-
venient and orderly manner. All sterilization of supplies and equipment
in a hospital shall be under the direct supervision of a registered nurse.


